Reading Month
Concept Note

The theme for the observance of International Literacy Day 2022-2023 is ‘Transforming Literacy Learning Spaces.’ This theme nudges
us to reshape and recreate the traditional learning spaces often confined within a school’s walls, and embrace the ubiquity of learning.
In our local context, our theme for this year’s celebration of Reading Month is ‘Reimagining Education through Literacy Learning
Spaces.’ (Fasonnen Endikasyon pou li ek ékwi an diféwan sitiwasyon.) This theme provides opportunities for integrative teaching and
learning practices across the curriculum, for collaboration across communities, and for inclusion of resources, ideas, and partnerships.

Ultimately, we need to be innovative in reshaping the education landscape and placing our learners on the world stage.

Richards (2022) in his new book reimagining the Classroom: Creating New Learning Spaces and Connecting with the World declares
that ‘everything is education, everywhere is a classroom’ — a reality magnified by the COVID pandemic. The United Nations sustainable
development goal for education is to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all.” As educators provide opportunities for all students to develop literacy skills in authentic situations, they are in fact catering to
students’ diverse needs which transcend to the formal curriculum. Thus, it is important that we leverage resources and opportunities that
will equip students with tools necessary to be fulfilled global citizens. How can we leverage our present resources, reimagine, and
reshape practices to suit the 21 Century contexts, and meet our students' and society’s present and future needs?

Goals

This year’s Reading Month theme provides the opportunity to leverage and harness our rich physical, social, and cultural environment.
Students, educators, communities, and the wider society are invited to engage in activities to develop not only the knowledge of reading
and writing, but also critical thinking and aesthetic nature of literacy. Based on this year’s theme: ‘Reimaging Education through
Literacy Learning Spaces’, we are encouraged to engage in learning which goes beyond realms of the traditional classroom. These
spaces can include the workplace, the community, the library, the home, among other places. It is vital that we enrich our students in
experiential background by immersing them in authentic learning spaces that will redound to their overall education. Some activities

that can be done are:



e Field trips aligned with the topics in the curriculum.
e School visits from resource persons in the community.
e Setting literacy learning spaces in establishments such as banks, supermarkets, etc.

e Creating learning spaces outside of the classroom (for example under a tree)
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National Reading Month Calendar - MAY 2023

THEME: Reimagining Education through Literacy Learning Spaces

(Fasonnen Endikasyon pou li ék ékwi an diféwan sitiwasyon.)

Tagline: Learning Everywhere: Anytime

#literacylearningspaces758
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Corporate Activities: The following are suggested activities which businesses and cooperate society can engage in during the
observance of Reading Month.

Student News Reporters

(Anchors, Sports Presenters, Weather Reporters, Radio Announcers, Street Vibes)

Behind the Scenes

(Product development/creation, warehouse packaging and storage, distribution of goods)

Learning Corner

Brochures, magazines, newspapers within the business places highlighting business focus

Virtual Tours

Tours of inside various facilities, the day-to-day activities; short video presentations to be posted on social media or websites

Physical Tours

(Tours of inside various facilities, the day-to-day activities, groups of students from various schools and grade levels)



