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1.0

April 2004

Foundations of the curriculum

The Curriculum for the Lower Secondary School in St. Ludia is informed by a long wadition of
curriculum theories, processes and practices. Curriculum, according to Taba (1962), emerges
from a seven-step secjuence that involves:

diagnosis of needs;

formulation of objectives;

selecton of content;

organization of content;

selection of learning experiences;

organization of learning experiences;

determination of what to evaluate and of the ways and means of doing so.

.

.

No b e

In idendfying the curriculum needs of St. Lucia, extensive use was made of rthe official
Government document entitled Education Sector Development Plan 2000.2005 and Beyond, in
which the Government places premium on the ceation of a learning society inhabited by
“eqrners who are able express themselves verbally and are functionally literate” Through the language
arts curriculum, students will develop the ability to use the English language precisely, clearly
and correcty in a variety of sicuations and employing appropriate modes of presentadon.

A major focus of the curriculum is Government's commitment to a programme of universal
secondary education. As such, the curriculum is designed to cater for students with diverse
learning experiences and a wide range of abilities. The suggested reaching and learning activities
are designed to be studentcentered and facilimting and much attention is paid to group work
and team building actvities. The suggested evaluation strategies place emphasis on authentic
assessment that is continuous and varied to cater for the widest range of interests and abilites.
Teachers are encouraged to monitor students’ work through continuous assessment, feedback

and reporting.
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3.0

Rationale for English Language in the Lower Secondary School

Competence in English Language is essental for communicating in school and in the local,
regional and international community. The study of English Language involves the
development of students’ ability to understand and appreciate what they hear and read for
utlitarian purposes and for enjoyment. Students also develop their ability to speak and write
clearly in language appropriate to a variety of serings and sodal situations, both formal and
informal.

This syllabus is based on the understanding that the four aspects of communicatve
competence, namely, listening, speaking, reading and writing are inextricably linked. Thus the
syllabus will require that students engage in learning acdvities that provide opportunities, by
means of an integrated approach, for the development of each of these skill areas. In addition
the syllabus also introduces student to an understanding of how language works, by looking at
its patterns and structures, and its ‘borrowings’ from other languages and cultures. This will
help students to adapt what they say and write to suit the setting.

Completion of this syllabus should motivate students to derive pleasure and seek information
from reading and listening enthusiastically to a variety of material appropriate to their age levels
and interests. The syllabus should also enable students to communicate with others effectively
in speech and writing using appropriate standard English.

Aims

This curriculum aims to:

develop the ability to use the language precisely, clearly and correcty

—

2. develop the ability to express real or imagined experiences effectively

3. encourage students to speak and write about themselves and about matters in their
experience

4, foster a willingness to read and respond to literature (or pleasure

5. develop the ability to gain insights into their own experiences and the experiences of

others through a study of literature
6. develop an awareness of information sources and a desire to use them
T provide a foundation for efficient entry into a twoyear programme of smdy in

preparation for the Caribbean Examinations Council Secondary Education Certificate
Examinadions in English A and English B
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4.0 General Objectives

Upon completion of this syllabus students will be able to:

1.

10.

11.

12.

understand meaning conveyed in oral and written form in a variety of settings, both
formal and informal, acrual and imagined

identify main ideas in spoken and written rexts

obtain factual information accurately from spoken and written texts

exrract implied information

recognize and assess the use of literary devices

respond to literature, in particular novels, short stories, poems, calypsoes
disdnguish berween facts and opinions

recognize techniques used for persuasion

write and speak using appropriate pronunciation, spelling, vocabulary and grammar
convey meaning clearly orally and in wridng.

communicate factual information clearly in oral and written reports, directions and in
formal and informal letters

use language imaginatively to create compositions, poems, SONES and calypsoes
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